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Our TBD third-grade students 
enjoyed a walking trip to our 
Borough Hall. While visiting with 
Mayor Kramer, the students 
learned about the role of the Old 
Tappan Mayor, as well as the 
responsibilities of the Old Tappan 
Council members. During the 
presentation, students asked 

questions based on their 
classroom learning about local 
government. Prior to their trip, 
students studied about local 
government structures and the 
ways in which officials serve our 
community.  While in Borough 
Hall, the students visited the 
various rooms of the building.     

Learning about Local Government

THE NEWSLETTER OF THE  

OLD TAPPAN PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Honoring Our 
Heroic 
Veterans 
Along with their teachers, 
students at all grade levels 
discussed the importance of 
Veterans’ Day and of honoring 
those who have served and who 
are currently serving in our 
armed forces. Through morning 
announcements, poetry studies, 
readings, and reflective writings, 
students from the elementary to 
the upper middle-school grades 
contemplated the values of 
courage, loyalty, and integrity, 
while also considering the 
sacrifices of veterans for the 
freedoms enjoyed today. 

Happy Thanksgiving from our       
Old Tappan school family  

to your family! 



THE VALUE OF 
EXTENSION 
ACTIVITIES
Students learn as much outside 
of the classroom as they do 
inside of the classroom. Through 
extension activities, students 
have opportunities to 
collaborate with peers, extend 
academic skills, and navigate 
real-world situations.  

WORKING TOGETHER
Extension activities, whether 
during the school day or 
extracurricular in nature, 
provide students the spaces to 
work together with high-interest 
topics. To collaborate requires 
that students clearly articulate 
their thinking, remain open-
minded enough to consider 
others’ thoughts, and sustain 
engagement to make progress 
with the tasks at-hand. continued on page 3

SCIENCE IN ACTION                    
Simulations offer students the 
opportunities to learn about 
and interact with real-world 
circumstances. Through 
simulations, students often 

grasp concepts that are more 
abstract or concepts that are 
more complicated. Simulations 
promote interaction, engage 
learners with content, and 
encourage deeper thinking.

Learning with Simulations

DESIGNING THE       
STAGE SET FOR THE 

SCHOOL PLAY

COMPETING ON THE  
BERGEN BRAIN BUSTERS          

TRIVIA TEAM

COLLECTING FOOD 
DONATIONS FOR A    

LOCAL PANTRY

PROMOTING LEARNING  
OUTSIDE OF THE CLASSROOM

 Buehler Challenger and Science Center Trip, Grade 5 students 



WANT TO 
PARTICIPATE?  

We would love to hear 
parents’ thoughts and 

input at our next 
District-Based Planning 

Team Meeting. 
Consider attending 
either session in the 

Board Office. The 
conversation is casual, 
informal, and friendly.  

Join Us… 

1/25 

1:00 PM  
or 

7:00 PM

LEARNING WITH 
SIMULATIONS

GROWTH 

The high school's 
Heroes and Cool Kids 

Program began. 
NVOT students 

visited CDW to lead 
peer-discussions 

about topics relevant 
to ‘tween and teen 

growth and 
development. 

During the most-recent 
Heroes and Cool Kids’ visit, 
they played the ‘Ultimate 
Rock, Paper, Scissors’ game 
as a springboard into 
conversations about 
winning and losing and ways 
to handle these 
circumstances. The high 
schoolers offered strategies 
in asking for help and 
reminded the middle school 
students to always show up 

to help themselves!

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

The Buehler Challenger and Space Center, located in Paramus, was 
founded in 1986 by the families of the seven (7) Challenger 51-L 
astronauts to carry on their mission of exploration and education. 
While at Buehler, the students work in different teams to complete 
simulated space missions that monitor life support, conduct 
experiments and investigations, and implement navigation orders. 
They experience the simulation of a Mission Control Room! Their 
missions’ successes require their use of integrated principles in science, 
mathematics, and technology.  

FACULTY AND STAFF THRIVE 
AS PROFESSIONAL LEARNERS

Teachers attend a training session led by the 
Old Tappan First Aid Corps.

FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT:
The autumn season is filled with changes — changing colors and changing temperatures. In schools, faculty, staff, and students embrace change — the only constant and our means to betterment.  

Whether searching for new school ideas, rethinking elementary and middle school programming, or assessing student initiatives, we strive to make our schools better tomorrow than they were yesterday.   
Happy Thanksgiving to you and your family!   

- Danielle M. Da Giau, Ed.D. 

Our faculty and staff continue to dedicate time to pursue their individual 
learning plans, as well as learning initiatives set forth by the schools and 
the District. During a most-recent District training session, the faculty 
spent time with volunteers from the Old Tappan First Aid Corps. to learn 
from their expertise. The presentation, entitled “Stop the Bleed,” offered 
the faculty an overview of techniques to help  
themselves and others if injured in a crisis 
situation. In addition to this safety training, 
the principals, faculty, and staff continue to 
focus on our student learning initiatives, which 
are outlined in our District’s Blueprint  for 
                   Growth and Development. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14b-QsOE_tjeRZ0RRXUeGD09J8obTVfEK/view?usp=share_link

